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L " We've got nothing to get over the river in. Our boat
has been lying under the shed since the autumn, and it's all
dried out."
" You should have set it down in the water in the spring/'
,-Mishka said reproachfully.   " Perhaps it can be caulked ?
You can't manage without a boat/'
Dunia looked at her mother humbly and expectantly.
Ilinichna went on silently kneading dough, and behaved as
though the conversation was nothing to do with her.
" Have you got any tow ? " Mishka asked, smiling almost
imperceptibly.
Dunia went into the store-room and brought back an
armful of hemp ends.
Mishka put the boat in order by dinner-time, then came
into the kitchen.
" Well, I've dragged the boat down to the water, now it
can soak. Tie it up to a trunk, or someone may go oft with
it." He again asked: " Well, how about the haymow,
auntie ? Perhaps I could give you a hand ? I've got
nothing to do just now in any case/'
" You ask her," Ilinichna nodded at Dunia.
" I'm asking the mistress/'
" Anyone can see I'm not the mistress here. . . /'
Dunia burst into tears, and went into the best room.
" Then I'll have to give a hand," Mishka said decisively.
" Where are your carpenter's tools ? I'd like to make you
a rake, for I don't suppose the old ones are much use."
He went off under the shed and, whistling, began to
sharpen the teeth of a rake. Little Mishatka danced around
him, imploringly gazing into his eyes and asking ;
" Uncle Mikhail, make me a small rake, for I've got
nobody to make one for me. Granny doesn't know how to,
and auntie doesn't either. You're the only one who knows,
you know very well how to make one."
" I'll make you one, namesake, by God I'll make you
one. But stand back a bit, or a shaving may fly into your
eye," Koshevoi told him, laughing and thinking in
amazement: " Well, isn't he like, the little devil! The very
image of his father ! His eyes, and his eyebrows, and the
same way of turning back his upper lip. . . . Now there's
workmanship for you ! "
He set to work to make a tiny toy rake, but he was unable